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Worldwide Consumption and CO2 Tax Regulations- Motor Vehicles. Overview.

EU-27
15 of 27 EU Countries 

have a Motor Vehicle CO2
tax based either as 

Registration Tax - and/or 
Annual Tax

USA
Gas Guzzler Tax: if 

Minimum Fuel Economy 
Standard not achieved 

China
-Registration Tax equated after 
volume of engine displacement
- “Penalty Tax” for vehicles that 
do not fulfill legal requirements, 

under examination



Worldwide Consumption and CO2 Tax Regulations- Motor Vehicles. Overview.

Finland:
Registration Tax: CO2  emissions 
are the Basis for %-rate of the 
purchase price

Norway:
Import Tax: Weight, kW and CO2 as assessment basis,  progressive 

CO2-levels  (120, 140 and 180 g/km)

Sweden:
Annual Motor Vehicle taxation as a function of CO2

UK:
- Annual CO2 Tax (Step function on basis of CO2);  

- CO2-dependent company car taxes & taxation of fuel 
advantages (% rate of purchase price and fixed cost of fuel); 

- Advantage on depreciation for efficient vehicles 

Spain:
Starting from 01/2008: CO2 based Registration Tax (steps), 

e.g. <120g/km 0%, >200g/km 14,75 % of purchase price 

France:
- Starting from 2006 Company Cars: annual CO2 based Tax (steps); 

-Starting from 2008: additional CO2 based allowance Tax
(Bonus ≤130g/km / Penalty ≥161 g/km); 

- Limitation of depreciation for vehicles > 200 g/km

Italy:
Scrapping Bonus + 1 year tax exemption on 
acquisition of new vehicle with CO2 ≤ 140g/km 
(gasoline), ≤ 130 g/km (Diesel)

Netherlands:
Registration Tax: CO2 Bonus/Penalty on the basis of efficiency 

class (Basis: contact area)

Austria:
Car lincence duty (NoVA)
(Basis: consumption, 
Purchase Price, max. 16% of 
Purchase Price), 
from 07/2008 additional CO2
Bonus/Penalty-Regulation

Germany:
Annual CO2 Tax planned to 
start from 2010

Denmark:
- Registration Tax (Basis: 
consumption): Bonus-Penalty 
for Under-/Excess of “Coverage”
limit
- Annual Tax (Basis 
Consumption)

Registration Tax

Annual Tax

Belgium:
- Registration Tax: Reduction of engine displacement and 

purchase price related taxes on vehicles < 115 g/km, Special 
arrangements for Walloon region: CO2 Bonus/Penalty;

- Company Cars Tax: CO2-related taxes

Registration Tax and Annual Tax


